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In extract 3.2, the candidate provided wrong responses in all parts of the question 
e.g the candidate identified wrongly all the specimens in the question which led 
him/her fail to respond correctly to the questions that followed which were 
related to those specimens. The candidate wrongly identified the specimen as 
follows: M- Clay soil, N – Sand soil, P – Fertilizer, Q – Carbonate fertilizer and 
R – Calcium fertilizer. 
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3.0 CONCLUSION 
The general performance in this year’s examination is poor. The questionwise 
analysis of the performance of the candidates in Agricultural Science subject for 
CSEE 2013 revealed general poor performance in each question. Further analysis on 
how the candidates performed in different topics is summarized in Appendix 
(Students’ performance questionwise). According to the Appendix, all the topics 
tested in the examination were performed poorly. A topic was classified as poorly 
performed, averagely performed or well performed if the average number of 
candidates who scored 40 percent and above was 0-39, 40-59 and 60-100 
respectively. However, the topics which were performed most poorly were 
Livestock Production (Poultry Diseases), Agricultural Mechanics (Agricultural 
Mechanization), Farming Business Economics and Agricultural Extension 
(Agricultural Extension) and Crop Production (Annual Field Crop Production). The 
contributing factors to such performance have been outlined as follows: 

 
Lack of subject matter knowledge for the candidates in the questions asked example 
in question number three and five. This led the candidates fail to attempt the 
questions, providing incomplete answers, providing incorrect responses to the 
questions and others wasting a lot of time writing things which were not related to 
the examination, the reasons that caused them to loose marks 
 
Candidates failed to explain and express their ideas well in English language. This 
caused them to either writing sentences that could not be understood when 
answering the questions or fail answering the question to the extent of others using 
Swahili Language. 
 
Failure of the candidates to understand the demands of the questions led them 
providing incorrect responses contrary to what was required in the questions 
example in question number nine and ten. 
 
Candidates also had problems with addressing properly the tasks in the questions 
e.g. questions that required the candidates to explain, describe, elaborate and 
illustrate were not well answered. For example the observation showed that in most 
cases when demanded to explain something, candidates just outlined the points 
example in question number five. Most of the candidates lacked writing skills in 
responding to essay questions, they failed to organize their essays into introduction, 
main body and conclusion parts example in question eleven. 
 
It has also been noted that most of the candidates lacked practical skills especially in 
identifying correctly the specimens example in question number seven. Failure to 
identify the specimens also caused the candidates to fail answering the subsequent 
questions that followed which were related to those specimens.  
It is expected that the feedback given in this report will enable the stakeholders to 
take immediate and appropriate measures to improve the performance of candidates 
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in CSEE Agricultural Science taking into account that Agriculture is a backbone of 
our economy. 

4.0 RECOMMENDATIONS   
In order to improve candidates’ performance in the subject, the following are 
recommended: 

 
Candidates should spare ample time for reading and doing revision to prepare 
themselves well for the examination including doing adequate exercises. 
 
English orientation course for the new Form One students should be stressed and 
taken seriously by both students and teachers. 
  
Teachers should help their students to acquire proficiency in English Language by 
using the language both as the medium of instruction and communication 
throughout. 

 
Students should take deliberate efforts to improve their writing and spoken English 
so that they can be able to explain and express themselves well when answering 
questions in examinations. 

 
Candidates should read carefully the questions in the examination before starting 
attempting them so that they clearly understand them and their demands. 
 
Teachers should teach and orient their students on how to respond to various 
questions according to their tasks e.g. questions that require explanation, description, 
illustration etc. Candidates should also be equipped with the skills for writing an 
essay. 
 
Subject teachers should organize excursions, study tours and demonstrations so as to 
expose their students to more practical skills.  They also have to conduct practical 
during regular teaching sessions in order for the students to be conversant with the 
practical aspect of the subject. 

 
The Ministry of Education should also provide practical teaching manual for the 
subject to facilitate teachers in their teaching. 
 
Farm workshops should be established in all agricultural biased schools and be well 
equipped with all basic farm tools and equipment so as to enable the students to be 
well knowledgeable with the practical aspect of the subject and thus enhancing their 
practical skills. 
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                                                                                           APPENDIX  
Students Performance Questionwise 
034/1- AGRICULTURAL SCIENCE 1      

S/n Topic Question 
number 

Percentage of 
candidates 
who scored 

average of 40 
marks and 

above 

Comments 

1. Survey, Price and its determinants, 
Agricultural Extension, Pig Farming, 
Annual Field Crop Production, Livestock 
Diseases, Natural Resource, The Farm 
Workshop, Environmental Degradation. 

1 38.4 Poor 
performance 

2. Livestock  Production (Poultry Diseases) 2 1.4 Poor 
performance	
  

3. Agricultural Mechanics (Agricultural 
Mechanization) 

3 0.1 Poor 
performance	
  

4. Natural Resources (Fish Production) 4 35.2 Poor 
performance	
  

5. Farming Business Economics and 
Agricultural Extension ( Agricultural 
Extension) 

5 1.3 Poor 
performance	
  

6. Livestock Production (Forms of Poultry 
Production in Tanzania) 

6 18.9 Poor 
performance	
  

7. Crop Production (Annual Field Crop 
Production) 

7 1.1 Poor 
performance	
  

8. Farming Business Economics and 
Agricultural Extension (Price and its 
Determinants) 

8 8.8 Poor 
performance	
  

9. Agricultural Mechanics (Agricultural 
Mechanization) 

9 34.5 Poor 
performance	
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10. Soil and its Utilization in Agriculture (Soil 
Reaction) 

10 20 Poor 
performance	
  

11. Crop Production (Annual Field Crop 
Production) 

11 2.8 Poor 
performance	
  

12. Livestock Production (Dairy Cattle 
Farming) 

12 15.5 Poor 
performance	
  

13. Agriculture and Environmental 
Management (Environmental Degradation) 

13 35.7 Poor 
performance	
  

 034/2- AGRICULTURAL SCIENCE 2 
 

14. Crop Production 1 9.3 Poor 
performance	
  

15. Livestock Production 2 5 Poor 
performance	
  

16. Soil Science/Agricultural Mechanics 3 14.7 Poor 
performance	
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 


